Live jazz makes comeback with shows at Neville
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There's a four-letter word that some area music fans haven't heard in a while:

Jazz.

It's been more than a year since Hobart's, Spokane's one remaining jazz nightclub, shut its doors. A recent attempt to resurrect the scene with live jazz at the Shilo Inn fizzled.

And now jazz lovers are hoping the third time's a charm.

Tonight will be the first show in the Spokane Valley's Neville Auditorium, 1445 N. Argonne. Organizers plan to host live jazz performances there from 8 p.m. to midnight every other Friday until June 22. If all goes well, shows would continue every week after that, says Jim Templeton, a Spokane jazz pianist who is behind the move for the new venue.

"We have a lot of musicians that have just kind of molded away," Templeton says. "There hasn't been a real venue for musicians."

The Jim Templeton Quintet, featuring jazz vocalist Cheryl Hodge, sax-player/flutist Gary Edighoffer, bassist Noel Waters and drummer Tom Schager will play the opening-night show.

The Neville Auditorium adjoins Miracles Book Store in the strip mall at Argonne and Mission. It seats more than 150 people.

There will be no smoking and all ages are welcome. Organizers have applied for a permit to serve beer and wine at the shows.

Upcoming shows will showcase The Arnie Carruthers Trio, The Kenny Harkins Trio, Tuxedo Junction, Desafinado and others.

"The musicians are taking a risk here, too," Templeton says. "They're playing on a percentage without a guarantee."

Cover is $10 at the door for adults and $7 for students. A season pass for all six shows costs $49 for adults and $33 for students. An adult membership, which will give you half off the cover charge, costs $20. A student membership is $14.

Jazz lovers interested in getting on Templeton's e-mail list for information on upcoming shows should drop him a note at JimIvories@aol.com.

